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The Miniature World in the Backyard 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Emily's presence bridged two worlds and brought about positive 
changes. She introduced the tiny inhabitants to the wonders of 
the human world, fostering curiosity and understanding. In 
return, she learned valuable lessons about courage, kindness, 
and friendship from the miniature world. Her adventures teach 
us that unexpected connections can lead to profound 
discoveries and meaningful friendships. 

2. Emily's bravery and kindness shone through when she protected 
the tiny inhabitants during the storm by using the firefly fairies' 
glow to create a protective barrier. Her quick thinking and 
selflessness made her a hero to the tiny inhabitants, as she risked 
her own safety to ensure theirs. This demonstrates that acts of 
courage and compassion can make someone a hero in the 
eyes of others. 

3. If I were Emily, I would feel a sense of awe and wonder about 
the miniature world in my backyard. I would be excited to 
explore and learn from my tiny friends. I would want to share 
adventures like exploring the human world together, having 
picnics, and teaching them about the beauty and mysteries of 
the world above. 

4. The themes of friendship, courage, and the wonder of discovery 
resonate with my own experiences and values. Friendship is a 
source of joy and support in life, just as it was for Emily and her 
tiny friends. Courage is essential when facing challenges, and 
Emily's bravery during the storm is inspiring. The wonder of 
discovery reminds us to cherish moments of awe and curiosity, 
whether in exploring hidden worlds or the mysteries of our own 
lives. 

 

 


