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Balancing Act: A Sonnet on School, Friendship, and Growth 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Answers will vary, but students may share personal experiences 

of managing their time, making priorities, or seeking support from 

friends and family to balance school, social life, and personal 

growth. 

2. The line, "Balancing books with friends and dreams in sight, Can 

sometimes feel like walking on a tightrope tight," suggests that 

trying to manage academic responsibilities, friendships, and 

personal aspirations can be challenging and precarious, like 

trying to maintain balance on a tightrope. 

3. The poem emphasizes nurturing friendships and defending social 

bonds to highlight the importance of human connection, 

support, and emotional well-being in a student's life. It suggests 

that friendships provide strength and joy during challenging 

times. 

4. Achieving balance in school, social life, and personal growth is 

significant because it allows individuals to lead a well-rounded 

life where they can pursue their passions and dreams, maintain 

meaningful relationships, and succeed academically. This 

balance contributes to overall happiness and personal growth. 

 

 

 

 

 


