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Baseball Card Collecting: A Grand Tradition with Rich History 
Short Answer Key 

1. The use of baseball cards by tobacco companies in the late 19th 

century contributed to their popularity by providing collectors 

with small trading cards featuring baseball players as incentives 

to purchase tobacco products. These cards soon gained value 

beyond their initial purpose. 

2. The "golden era" of baseball cards in the early 20th century is 

known for the production of iconic cards with vivid artwork and 

legendary players, such as Ty Cobb, Honus Wagner, and Babe 

Ruth. These cards are highly regarded by collectors for their 

historical significance and aesthetic appeal. 

3. Beyond rarity, factors such as condition, historical importance, 

and player popularity can influence the value of a baseball card 

in the world of collecting. 

4. Answers may vary, but could include the thrill of discovery, the 

joy of owning a piece of baseball history, and the sense of 

camaraderie among collectors. 

5. Baseball cards serve as time capsules by featuring images of 

players, statistics, and historical context from specific eras of the 

sport. They allow fans to relive the careers of their favorite players 

and connect with the history of the game. 

 

 

 


