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Basketball Lingo: Unlocking the Language of the Court 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Rebounding is a critical aspect of basketball because it 
determines which team gains possession of the ball. Offensive 
rebounds give a team another scoring opportunity, while 
defensive rebounds prevent the opponent from scoring. 
Effective rebounding can also create fast-break opportunities 
and control the tempo of the game. 

2. A turnover in basketball occurs when a team loses possession of 
the basketball to the opposing team. Examples of situations 
leading to turnovers include traveling violations, double dribbles, 
stepping out of bounds, and bad passes. Turnovers can be 
costly, as they give the opposing team a chance to score. 

3. Offense and defense play contrasting roles in basketball. 
Offense focuses on scoring points and includes passing, 
dribbling, and shooting to create scoring opportunities. Defense, 
on the other hand, aims to prevent the opposing team from 
scoring by blocking shots, stealing the ball, and contesting 
passes. Both aspects are crucial for a team's success, and the 
balance between them is essential for winning games. 

4. In basketball, field goals are worth either two points or three 
points, depending on where the shot is taken. Free throws are 
worth one point each. A shot made from beyond the three-point 
line is called a three-pointer and is worth three points. The 
combination of field goals, free throws, and three-pointers 
contributes to a team's total score, with the objective of 
outscoring the opponent. 

 

 

 

 


