Bass fish have fascinating ways of
ensuring that their young have the best
chance to survive. Let’s take a closer
look at how bass reproduce and care
—= for their offspring.

Bass reproduce during the springtime
) when the water temperature warms up
” to about 60-75 degrees Fahrenheit. This
4= is called the spawning season. Male
. oy “' bass are the first to act. They find shallow
areas in lakes, rivers, or ponds and build nests. These nests are circular spots
on the bottom of the water, made by the males clearing away sand, mud,
and rocks with their fins. They choose places where the water is calm and
safe.

Once the nest is ready, the male bass begins to attract a female. He swims
around the area, showing off his strength and colors. If a female is
interested, she will join him in the nest. The female lays thousands of eggs in
the nest—sometimes as many as 40,000! Afterward, the female leaves, and
the male takes over. He guards the nest, protecting the eggs from
predators like other fish or insects.

The eggs hatch after about 2-5 days, depending on the water
temperature. When the baby bass, called fry, are born, the male continues
to protect them for a few days. However, the fry are quickly on their own
after that. Bass do not provide long-term care for their young.

Most baby bass face many dangers, and only a few grow into adult fish.
Predators like birds and larger fish often eat them. However, the large
number of eggs that female bass lay helps ensure that some of their
offspring will survive.

The reproduction process of bass is an amazing example of how fish adapt
to their environments to give their young the best start in life. Next time you
see a bass swimming, think about how much work it might have taken to
grow into the strong fish it is today!
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