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Bears' Predators and Threats 
Bears are powerful animals, but they still face 

dangers in the wild. While adult bears have 

few natural predators, cubs and weaker 

individuals can be vulnerable to attacks. 

Large predators like wolves, mountain lions, 

and even other bears may target young 

cubs. Eagles have also been known to prey 

on bear cubs. 

However, the biggest threats to bears often come from humans. Habitat 

destruction caused by deforestation reduces the areas where bears can live and 

find food. Poaching, or illegal hunting, is another serious danger. Some people 

hunt bears for their fur, meat, or body parts used in traditional medicines. Bears 

can also be hit by vehicles when roads cut through their habitats. 

Environmental changes also affect bears. Climate change can lead to the 

melting of ice in the Arctic, making it difficult for polar bears to hunt seals. Wildfires 

and droughts can destroy food sources and force bears to enter human areas in 

search of food, increasing conflicts. 

Bears can also face health problems like diseases and parasites. Ticks, fleas, and 

worms can affect bears, making them weak. Some diseases, like mange, cause 

hair loss and skin infections. Despite these challenges, bears stay healthy by 

eating a balanced diet and finding safe places to rest. 

To survive, bears rely on their strength, sharp claws, and strong senses. They are 

excellent climbers and swimmers, helping them avoid dangers. Cubs learn 

survival skills from their mothers, such as how to find food and stay safe from 

predators. 

Protecting bear habitats and reducing human conflicts are essential steps to 

keeping bears safe in the wild. 


