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Street Rhythms: Finding the Beat of Life 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Maya's grandfather's influence on her passion for music and DJing is 

profound. His vinyl record and notes serve as a connection to her family's 

musical heritage and the importance of music in bringing people together. 

His legacy becomes a guiding force in Maya's journey, motivating her to 

pursue her dreams with dedication and respect for the art form. 

2. The neighborhood block parties in "Street Rhythms: Finding the Beat of Life" 

are essential in showcasing the theme of community and the power of 

music. They create a space for people to come together, celebrate their 

culture, and enjoy Maya's music. These events reflect Maya's role in uniting 

her community through her DJing skills. 

3. Maya's character development throughout the story is marked by her 

determination, growth as a DJ, and the choices she makes. She evolves 

from a passionate but inexperienced DJ to a skilled artist who uses her 

talent to bring joy to her community. Her challenges and choices, including 

the decision she faces, contribute to her personal and artistic growth. 

4. The story's broader message is about pursuing one's dreams while staying 

connected to one's roots and community. Maya's journey highlights the 

importance of balancing ambition with a sense of belonging and 

responsibility. It teaches us that success is more meaningful when it is shared 

with and uplifts the community that supports us. 


