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Becoming an Architect: Designing the Future 
 
Have you ever dreamed of creating buildings that inspire awe 
and admiration? Architects are the visionaries behind the 
world's most iconic structures, from towering skyscrapers to 
cozy homes. In this passage, we'll explore what it takes to 
become an architect and what architects do in their exciting 
profession. 
 
Architects are highly trained professionals who design buildings, spaces, and 
structures. To become an architect, one typically follows a path that includes 
education, practical experience, and licensing. Here's a step-by-step guide to 
becoming an architect: 
 
Education: The journey begins with a strong foundation in education. Most 
aspiring architects earn a bachelor's degree in architecture, which typically 
takes five years to complete. This degree provides fundamental knowledge of 
architectural principles, design, and construction. 
 
Internship: After completing their bachelor's degree, aspiring architects typically 
work as architectural interns. This hands-on experience is crucial for gaining 
practical knowledge and skills in the field. Interns work under the supervision of 
experienced architects and may assist in designing, drafting, and project 
management. 
 
Master's Degree (Optional): Some architects choose to pursue a master's 
degree in architecture to further specialize in a particular area or enhance their 
skills. While not always required, a master's degree can open up more 
opportunities in the field. 
 
Architectural Registration: To become a licensed architect, individuals must pass 
the Architect Registration Examination (ARE). This rigorous exam assesses the 
candidate's knowledge in various areas of architecture, including building 
systems, construction documents, and site planning. 
 
State Licensing: Architects are also required to obtain state licensure to practice 
professionally. Each state has its own licensing requirements, which may include 
passing the ARE, completing a specified amount of internship hours, and fulfilling 
other criteria. 
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Continuing Education: Even after obtaining a license, architects must continue 
to learn and stay updated on industry trends and technologies through 
continuing education programs. 
 
What Do Architects Do? 
 
Architects wear many hats in their profession, and their work goes far beyond 
simply drawing blueprints. Here are some key responsibilities and tasks that 
architects undertake: 
 
Design: Architects are responsible for creating the overall design and 
appearance of a building or structure. They consider functionality, aesthetics, 
and the needs of the people who will use the space. 
 
Planning: Before construction begins, architects carefully plan every detail of a 
project. This includes site selection, budgeting, and scheduling. 
 
Drafting: Architects use computer-aided design (CAD) software to create 
detailed drawings and plans. These drawings serve as the guide for construction 
teams. 
 
Client Communication: Architects work closely with clients to understand their 
needs and preferences. They must effectively communicate their design ideas 
and incorporate client feedback. 
 
Project Management: Architects oversee the entire construction process, 
ensuring that the project stays on track, meets quality standards, and stays 
within the budget. 
 
Environmental Sustainability: Many architects today focus on designing eco-
friendly and sustainable buildings. They incorporate energy-efficient features 
and environmentally responsible materials into their designs. 
 
Building Codes: Architects must be well-versed in building codes and regulations 
to ensure that their designs comply with safety and legal standards. 
 
Collaboration: Architects collaborate with various professionals, including 
engineers, interior designers, and contractors, to bring their designs to life. 
 

 


