Bees may not talk like humans, but they

¥ have incredible ways of communicating

with each other. From dancing to

scents, bees use several methods to

(i share important information. Their

Y communication is key to the success of
the hive.

) % One of the most fascinating ways bees
O { communicate is through a movement
. e R 3 | called the waggle dance. When a
worker bee finds a good patch of flowers with nectar and pollen, it returns
to the hive and performs this special dance. The waggle dance shows other
bees where the flowers are. By wiggling its body in a certain direction and
for a specific amount of time, the bee tells its hive-mates the direction and
distance to the flowers. It’s like giving a map to the best food!

Bees also use scents to communicate. They release chemicals called
pheromones, which send messages to other bees. For example, if the hive
isin danger, beesrelease an alarm pheromone to warn others. Similarly, the
gueen bee produces a unique pheromone that lets the worker bees know
she is healthy and in charge.

Sound is another tool bees use. When a hive is overcrowded, the queen
bee makes a high-pitched buzzing sound to signal that it’s time for part of
the colony to move to a new location. This sound, called piping, helps keep
the hive organized during swarming.

Touch is also important. Bees often bump into each other to share
information. For example, a returning forager bee might touch its antennae
to another bee to pass on a taste of the nectar it found. This helps the other
bees decide whether to visit the same flowers.

These different ways of communicating help bees work as a team. Whether
they’re gathering food, protecting the hive, or preparing to swarm, bees
rely on their special skills to keep the colony running smoothly. The next time
you see a bee, remember that it might be dancing or sending a message
to its hive!
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