
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

The Life Cycle of a Beetle 
Beetles are insects that go through an 
incredible transformation during their 
lives. Like many other insects, they have 
a life cycle with four distinct stages: egg, 
larva, pupa, and adult. Let’s explore 
each stage and how a beetle grows 
from a tiny egg into an adult. 

The life of a beetle begins when a 
female beetle lays eggs. Depending on 
the species, a beetle can lay anywhere 

from a few dozen to several hundred eggs at a time. These eggs are often 
laid in safe places, like under tree bark, in soil, or inside decaying wood, to 
protect them from predators. After about one to two weeks, the eggs 
hatch into larvae. 

The larva stage is the second and longest part of a beetle’s life cycle. 
Beetle larvae, often called grubs, look like small, soft worms. During this 
stage, they spend most of their time eating. Some larvae eat plants, while 
others eat wood or even other insects. As they eat, they grow and shed 
their skin several times. 

Once the larva has grown enough, it enters the pupa stage. In this stage, 
the larva transforms into an adult beetle. The pupa may not look very 
active, but inside, the beetle is undergoing major changes. This process is 
called metamorphosis. The pupa stage can last for days, weeks, or even 
months, depending on the beetle species and the environment. 

Finally, the adult beetle emerges from the pupa. Adult beetles are fully 
formed with hard shells, wings, and legs. They spend their adult lives finding 
food, avoiding predators, and reproducing. Some beetles live only a few 
weeks as adults, while others, like the Hercules beetle, can live for several 
years. 

The beetle life cycle shows how insects adapt and survive in their 
environments. Each stage plays an important role in ensuring the beetle’s 
survival and helping it complete its transformation into one of nature’s most 
fascinating creatures. 


