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Beetles: A Closer Look at Their Unique Features 
Beetles are one of the most diverse groups of 

insects on Earth, and they come in many 

shapes, sizes, and colors. If you’ve ever 

looked closely at a beetle, you might have 

noticed some of its unique features that 

make it stand out. 

Most beetles have a shiny, hard shell that 

protects their body. This shell is actually made 

of two wing covers called elytra. These covers come in different colors, from 

plain black or brown to bright metallic greens, blues, and even reds. Some 

beetles, like ladybugs, have spots, while others, like tiger beetles, have stripes. 

There are even beetles with patterns that help them blend into their 

surroundings, like bark beetles that look like tree bark! 

When it comes to size, beetles vary greatly. Some are so tiny that you’d need 

a magnifying glass to see them, while others, like the Goliath beetle, can grow 

up to six inches long and weigh as much as a small apple! Most beetles, 

however, are much smaller—usually less than an inch in length. 

Beetles also have some interesting body parts. Many have strong jaws, called 

mandibles, which they use to chew through plants or other materials. 

Rhinoceros beetles are known for the large horns on their heads, which they 

use to fight other beetles. Stag beetles have long, antler-like pincers, and 

fireflies have a special body part that lights up to attract mates or warn 

predators. 

With so much variety in color, size, and special features, beetles are some of 

the most unique insects in the world. The next time you see one crawling by, 

take a closer look—you might discover something amazing! 


