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The Great Gatsby: A Tale of Beginnings, 
Middles, and Endings 
"The Great Gatsby" is a captivating novel written by F. 
Scott Fitzgerald, set in the vibrant and decadent era of 
the 1920s. This literary masterpiece takes us on a journey 
through the lives of its characters, revealing their 
dreams, desires, and the consequences of their 
actions. Let's explore what happens at the start, middle, 
and end of this enthralling story. 

The Start: Introduction and Set -Up 
At the beginning of "The Great Gatsby," we meet our narrator, Nick Carraway, who 
moves to Long Island, New York, to work in finance and live in a small house in West Egg. 
He introduces us to his cousin Daisy Buchanan and her husband Tom, who live in the 
wealthy area of East Egg. Nick also tells us about Jay Gatsby, a mysterious millionaire who 
lives in a lavish mansion next door. 

Nick becomes friends with Gatsby and learns about his extravagant parties and the 
enigma surrounding his past. The story begins with Nick's fascination with Gatsby and his 
curiosity about the man behind the extravagant persona. 

The Middle: Parties, Secrets, and Conflicts 
In the middle part of the novel, we get to experience the opulence and excess of 
Gatsby's extravagant parties, where the rich and famous gather. Nick becomes a link 
between Gatsby and Daisy, who have a romantic history. As the story unfolds, we 
discover the depth of Gatsby's love for Daisy, whom he met and fell in love with during 
World War I. 

The middle section is filled with secrets and conflicts. Tom Buchanan has an affair with 
Myrtle Wilson, leading to tensions in his marriage with Daisy. Gatsby's relentless pursuit of 
the American Dream and his desire to recreate the past with Daisy intensify the drama. 

The End: Tragedy and Consequences 
As we reach the end of the novel, the tension and conflicts escalate. Gatsby's dream of 
being with Daisy is shattered when she chooses Tom over him. Tragedy strikes as Myrtle 
Wilson is killed in a hit-and-run accident, and Gatsby is believed to be the owner of the 
car involved. 

The novel's climax occurs when Tom reveals Gatsby's criminal activities and his mysterious 
past, which leads to Gatsby's downfall. In a shocking turn of events, George Wilson, 
Myrtle's husband, murders Gatsby and then takes his own life. 

The story ends with Nick feeling disillusioned and disturbed by the moral decay and 
shallowness of the society he has encountered. He reflects on the events of the summer 
and decides to return to the Midwest, leaving behind the East Coast's extravagance and 
decadence. 


