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Meerkat Daily Habits and Behaviors 
Meerkats are small mammals that live in 

groups called mobs or clans, which can 

have up to 40 members. These social 

animals work together to stay safe and 

care for their young. They are diurnal, 

meaning they are active during the day 

and rest at night. Meerkats spend their 

mornings sunbathing near their burrows to warm up after a cool desert night. 

During the day, meerkats take turns doing different tasks. Some members keep 

watch for predators like hawks and snakes, while others search for food. They use 

their sharp claws to dig for insects, small reptiles, and roots. Teamwork is essential, 

and each meerkat helps ensure the group stays safe. 

At night, meerkats sleep together in their burrows, which are a network of 

underground tunnels. These burrows help protect them from predators and keep 

them warm in cold weather. Meerkats interact by grooming each other and 

playing. This behavior strengthens their bonds and keeps the group closely 

connected. 

Young meerkats learn important skills by watching and copying the older ones. 

The adults take turns teaching the pups how to dig, find food, and stay alert for 

danger. This teamwork helps the entire clan survive and thrive in their desert 

habitat. 


