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Broken Bonds: The Betrayal of Friendship 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Sarah's arrival disrupted the dynamic of Lily and Emma's 

friendship, as Emma started spending more time with Sarah, 

making Lily feel left out and jealous. The jealousy ultimately led 

to the betrayal of trust between Emma and Lily. 

2. The theme of betrayal is evident in Emma's decision to exclude 

Lily from the sleepover. This exclusion hurt Lily deeply, and it had 

lasting consequences on their friendship, causing it to unravel 

and be forever changed. 

3. Lily's emotional journey was marked by feelings of hurt and 

loneliness as she watched Emma and Sarah's friendship grow 

while hers with Emma deteriorated. She felt like an outsider in her 

own circle of friends, and the sight of their laughter in the park 

was a painful reminder of her lost friendship. 

4. The story highlights the idea that friendships can be fragile and 

susceptible to change due to external factors like new 

friendships or jealousy. To preserve and strengthen bonds with 

friends when faced with challenges, individuals can 

communicate openly, address conflicts, and prioritize trust and 

loyalty. 

 

 

 

 

 


