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Betta Babies: How Betta Fish Reproduce
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Betta fish, also known as Siamese
fighting fish, have fascinating and
unique ways of reproducing. Their
mating behaviors are unlike many
other fish, and they involve some
surprising teamwork between the
male and female.
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foam. Once the nest is complete, the male begins a courtship display to
attract a female. He swims around her in circles, flares his fins, and shows

off his bright colors.

If the female accepts the male, she swims under the bubble nest. Here, the
male wraps his body around her in what is called the "embrace." This helps
her release eggs, which the male then fertilizes. After the eggs are released,
the male carefully gathers them in his mouth and places them into the
bubble nest.

One amazing thing about Betta fish is that the male takes care of the eggs,
not the female. He guards the nest and makes sure the eggs stay safe by
gently blowing more bubbles around them. The eggs usually hatch in 24 to
48 hours. Once the babies, called fry, are born, the male continues to look
after them for a few more days until they can swim on their own.

A female Betta fish can lay anywhere from 50 to 100 eggs at a time, but not
all the eggs will survive. The male works hard to ensure as many as possible
are safe in the nest. After laying the eggs, the female swims away and does
not take part in raising the young.

The reproduction process of Betta fish shows how dedicated the male is to
protecting the eggs and fry. From building the bubble nest to caring for the
young, the male plays an important role in ensuring the next generation of
Betta fish survives.
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