Name

The Graceful Swimmer: How Betta Fish Move

Betta fish, also known as Siamese fighting
' fish, are beautiful swimmers with a unique
- way of moving through the water. Unlike
S animals that run, climb, or fly, Betta fish use
M\ their fins and tail to glide gracefully in their
| aquatic home.

Betta fish have several fins that work
together to help them swim. Their long,
¢ flowing tall, caIIed the caudal fin, acts like

use the|r smaller fins, like the pectoral f|ns on each sside of their body, to steer
and change direction. The dorsal fin, located on their back, helps them stay
balanced in the water. All of these fins move in perfect harmony, making
their swimming look smooth and elegant.

Although Betta fish are not the fastest swimmers, they are efficient and can
make quick movements when needed. For example, a Betta fish can dart
forward to catch food or move quickly to escape a predator. This ability to
move suddenly is one of their survival skills in the wild. However, most of the
time, Betta fish prefer to swim slowly and explore their surroundings.

One special feature of Betta fish is their ability to "dance.” When a male
Betta is trying to attract a female or show off to another fish, he swims in a
wavy, zigzag motion. This movement is part of their communication and
courtship behavior, making Betta fish even more fascinating to watch.

Betta fish also have a unique swimming adaptation that helps them survive
in shallow water. They can use their labyrinth organ to breathe air from the
surface. This means they can live in habitats with low oxygen levels, such as
rice paddies and small ponds. Even when the water conditions aren’t
perfect, Betta fish can use their swimming skills and breathing ability to
thrive.

Betta fish remind us of how amazing nature can be. Whether they are
gliding through the water, darting after food, or performing their "dance,"
these little swimmers are always mesmerizing to watch.
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