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Mastering Decision-Making: Your Path to Better Choices 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Recently, I had to decide whether to join the school's soccer team or the 
chess club. First, I identified my goal, which was to participate in an activity 
I enjoyed. I gathered information about both options by attending trial 
sessions for both the soccer team and chess club. I considered the pros and 
cons: soccer would keep me physically active, while chess would 
challenge my mind. Seeking advice from my parents and friends, I realized 
that I had a passion for soccer. I trusted my instincts and chose to join the 
soccer team. The outcome was fantastic—I made new friends, improved 
my soccer skills, and had a lot of fun. It also taught me that following my 
interests can lead to rewarding experiences. 

2. I once decided to try out for a talent show with a singing performance. 
However, during the performance, I got nervous and made several 
mistakes. It felt like a big mistake at the time, and I was embarrassed. I 
handled the situation by acknowledging my nerves and mistakes, but I 
didn't give up. Instead, I practiced more and worked on my stage fright. In 
the end, I participated in another talent show and performed much better. 
I learned that making mistakes is a part of learning and growing. It taught 
me resilience and the importance of not letting one setback define my 
abilities. 

3. If I had to choose between two equally appealing opportunities, I would 
start by identifying my goals and priorities. Then, I would gather as much 
information as possible about both options to understand their long-term 
implications. I'd consider factors like my interests, skills, and the potential for 
personal growth in each opportunity. Seeking advice from trusted 
individuals, such as family or mentors, would also be essential. Ultimately, I 
would trust my instincts and choose the option that aligns better with my 
values and long-term objectives. Making a list of pros and cons for each 
choice could also help me visualize the decision. 

4. Fear can play a significant role in decision-making. For example, when I was 
asked to give a presentation in front of the whole class, I felt afraid of 
speaking in public. Initially, I wanted to decline the opportunity because of 
that fear. However, I decided to face my fear and accepted the 
challenge. While the fear was a negative influence initially, it turned out to 
be positive. Facing it helped me overcome my fear of public speaking, 
build confidence, and improve my communication skills. It taught me that 
sometimes, overcoming fear can lead to personal growth and positive 
outcomes. 

 

 


