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Love Beyond Words 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The willow tree symbolizes resilience, growth, and the idea that 

beauty can emerge from solitude. It's significant to Lily as it 

represents her own personal growth and her connection with 

Ethan, who brings light into her life. 

2. Lily and Ethan's relationship may evolve as they learn to trust 

each other with their secrets and face challenges together. Their 

shared love for literature and their emotional connection 

suggest a strong foundation for their future. 

3. Self-discovery is a central theme as Lily and Ethan explore their 

passions and face their own truths. Through their summer 

together, they both experience personal growth, learning more 

about themselves and each other. 

4. In the style of Colleen Hoover, the author creates emotional 

depth and connection through heartfelt dialogue, inner 

reflections, and the characters' vulnerability. This draws readers 

into Lily and Ethan's journey, making them feel the depth of their 

connection. 


