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Street Kings: The Legacy of Big Jay 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Mentorship is a significant theme in "Street Kings: The Legacy of 
Big Jay." Big Jay's mentorship influences Jamal by imparting 
important life lessons, including the value of education, self-
respect, and community involvement. Jamal learns to take 
responsibility for his actions and make positive choices that 
benefit both himself and the neighborhood. Big Jay's mentorship 
shapes Jamal's character and instills in him a sense of purpose 
and commitment to upholding his mentor's principles. 

2. The community plays a pivotal role in the story as residents unite 
to protect their neighborhood from rising threats. Big Jay's legacy 
inspires unity and collective action, highlighting the strength of 
community bonds. Together, they work towards a common goal 
of safeguarding their home, demonstrating the power of 
solidarity and the importance of taking care of one another. 

3. One specific challenge Jamal encounters is dealing with rival 
gangs and the temptations of easy money. This challenge tests 
his determination to stay true to his principles and resist the allure 
of street life. Jamal must navigate the complexities of street 
culture while upholding the values instilled in him by Big Jay. This 
challenge becomes a defining moment in his journey and 
showcases his growth and resilience. 

4. Big Jay's sudden disappearance leaves a void in the 
neighborhood and creates uncertainty among the residents. 
The mystery surrounding his fate leads to speculations and 
questions about what happened to him. This unresolved mystery 
serves as a central plot element, driving the narrative forward as 
Jamal and the community grapple with the impact of Big Jay's 
absence and the need to find answers. 

 

 


