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Billie Holiday: The Lady of Jazz 
Short Answer Key 

1. Music served as a source of solace and escape for Billie Holiday 

during her challenging upbringing, providing comfort and a 

means of self-expression. 

2. Billie Holiday's song "Strange Fruit" addressed the issue of racism 

and lynching in the United States, making a powerful statement 

through its lyrics and emotional delivery. 

3. Billie Holiday's early recordings with Benny Goodman marked the 

beginning of her professional music career and showcased her 

unique vocal style. 

4. Billie Holiday faced challenges related to racism and 

discrimination, including segregated venues and unequal 

treatment while on tour. 

5. Billie Holiday's unique vocal style, characterized by distinctive 

phrasing and emotive delivery, allowed her to convey raw 

emotion through her music, resonating deeply with her 

audience. 

 

 


