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Birdies and Courts: Discovering Badminton Gear 
Badminton is an exciting and fast-paced sport enjoyed 
by people of all ages around the world. To play this fun 
game, you need two main pieces of equipment: the 
shuttlecock and the court. 

The Shuttlecock 
The shuttlecock, often called a "birdie," is a crucial 
component of badminton. It's not like any other ball 
you've seen in sports. Instead of being round, it has a 

unique shape that resembles a tiny flying saucer. The shuttlecock is made up of feathers 
or synthetic materials and has a cork base. 

The key feature of the shuttlecock is its aerodynamic design. Those feathers or synthetic 
materials are arranged in a cone shape, with the heavier cork at the bottom. This unique 
design allows the shuttlecock to move through the air in a special way. When you hit it, it 
creates a graceful, floating arc. The faster you hit it, the higher it goes! 

The aim of the game is to hit the shuttlecock over the net and into your opponent's side 
of the court. It sounds simple, but it takes skill and practice to control the direction and 
speed of the shuttlecock. Players use different types of shots, like smashes, clears, and 
drops, to outsmart their opponents and score points. 

The Court 
Now that we understand the shuttlecock, let's talk about the court. The badminton court 
is where all the action happens. It's divided into two halves by a net that runs across the 
middle. Each half is further divided into two parts, creating four small sections. 

The court has boundaries, marked by lines. These lines determine if a shot is "in" or "out." 
The back boundary lines mark the length of the court, and the side boundary lines mark 
its width. The net stretches across the width of the court, hanging over it slightly to form a 
barrier between the two sides. 

The net in badminton is set at a specific height, and it varies depending on whether you're 
playing singles or doubles. In singles, the net is set at 5 feet, 1 inch (1.55 meters) in the 
middle, and it gradually decreases in height towards the sides. In doubles, the net is 
slightly lower at 5 feet (1.524 meters) at the center. The net's height is crucial because it 
determines how high you need to hit the shuttlecock to clear it over the net. 

Let's Sum It Up 
So, to play badminton, you need to be familiar with two main things: the shuttlecock and 
the court. The shuttlecock is the flying object you hit back and forth, and the court is 
where you play the game. Together, they create the exciting and fast-paced sport of 
badminton. 

Remember, badminton is not just about hitting the shuttlecock hard; it's about strategy, 
accuracy, and agility. The next time you watch or play badminton, pay attention to how 
these two elements work together to make the game fun and challenging. 

 


