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Unlocking Fahrenheit 451: A Tale of Books and Freedom 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Burning books symbolizes the suppression of knowledge and 

independent thought. It represents a society that fears ideas 

and seeks to control its citizens by eliminating access to 

challenging or subversive information. 

2. Censorship in the novel reflects the government's desire to 

maintain control by limiting the flow of information and ideas. It 

explores the dangers of a society that suppresses freedom of 

speech and thought. 

3. Technology in the story is portrayed as a tool for distraction and 

surveillance, ultimately isolating individuals from meaningful 

human connections. 

4. Montag's transformation represents a search for meaning and 

authenticity in a society that values conformity and superficiality. 

His journey is a quest to rediscover the importance of 

independent thought and the richness of human connection. 

 

 

 


