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Bootsy Collins: The Funky Bass Groove Master 
Short Answer Key 

1. Bootsy Collins played a crucial role in Parliament-Funkadelic as their bassist. 

His contribution to their sound was characterized by funky basslines that 

added depth and groove to the music. His stage persona, complete with 

outrageous costumes and star-shaped sunglasses, reflected the 

flamboyant spirit of funk and contributed to the band's theatrical live 

performances. 

2. Bootsy Collins's stage persona and costumes embodied the funky and 

theatrical nature of the genre. His colorful attire and larger-than-life 

sunglasses were part of the funk revolution, where artists expressed 

themselves through fashion and style. Bootsy's eccentric look became an 

iconic symbol of funk music, reflecting his unique personality and the 

genre's emphasis on self-expression. 

3. One hit song by Bootsy's Rubber Band is "I'd Rather Be with You." It's a classic 

in the funk genre due to its infectious bassline and Bootsy's smooth vocals. 

The song's combination of groove and melody has made it a timeless funk 

anthem. 

4. Bootsy Collins's "Space Bass" is a custom-made star-shaped bass guitar. It is 

significant in the world of bass playing because it became an iconic symbol 

of Bootsy's funkadelic persona. Its unique shape and design mirrored the 

flamboyant style of funk music. Bootsy used this bass to create funky and 

groovy basslines that added depth to his music. 

5. Bootsy Collins's legacy and influence on funk music and bassists are 

profound. His innovative bass playing techniques, charismatic stage 

presence, and use of the "Space Bass" continue to inspire musicians in the 

funk genre. He is celebrated as a funk icon who pushed the boundaries of 

bass playing and added a touch of theatricality to funk performances. 

 


