
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

Living on Borrowed Time 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. John's initial reaction to his terminal diagnosis, marked by 

devastation and heartbreak, likely served as a catalyst for his 

decision to live life to the fullest. The shock of the diagnosis made 

him realize the fragility of life, motivating him to make a change 

and make the most of his remaining time. 

2. John's bucket list provided him with a sense of purpose and 

happiness during a difficult time. It transformed his outlook on life 

by giving him a reason to wake up each day with excitement 

and anticipation. It allowed him to focus on positive experiences 

and create lasting memories. 

3. The exact cause of John's improved health remains 

unexplained, but it is possible that his newfound zest for life, 

reduced stress, and positive outlook contributed to his physical 

well-being. While a positive outlook can have a psychological 

impact, its direct healing effect on the body is a topic of ongoing 

research and debate. 

4. John's story became an inspiration to the people of Harmonyville 

because it showed them the transformative power of a positive 

attitude and the importance of cherishing life's moments. His 

message resonated with those facing adversity, reminding them 

that even in difficult times, there is value in embracing life with 

enthusiasm and determination. 


