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Hunting the Shadow: The Boston Strangler's Reign of Terror 
In the early 1960s, the city of Boston found itself 
in the grip of a terrifying menace – the Boston 
Strangler. This true crime story takes us back to 
those chilling days when fear pervaded the 
streets, and a series of gruesome murders left 
the city in shock. 

Between 1962 and 1964, a total of thirteen 
women fell victim to the Boston Strangler. The 

killer's modus operandi was strikingly similar in each case. He gained entry into the 
victims' homes under various pretexts, often posing as a repairman, salesman, or 
even a police officer. Once inside, he would brutally assault and strangle his 
victims. The majority of his victims were middle-aged women who lived alone, 
adding to the terror that gripped the community. 

The Boston Strangler's crimes were marked by their brazenness. He left no signs of 
forced entry, suggesting that he gained the trust of his victims before unleashing 
his violence. His ability to strike without warning and vanish into the night left both 
law enforcement and the public baffled. 

The investigation into the Boston Strangler's crimes was one of the largest and most 
intense manhunts in American history. The police received thousands of tips and 
leads, but the killer remained elusive. The fear and paranoia in Boston grew with 
each passing day. 

It wasn't until 1967 that a break in the case occurred when a man named Albert 
DeSalvo was arrested for unrelated crimes. While in custody, DeSalvo confessed 
to being the Boston Strangler. His detailed knowledge of the murders and his 
ability to provide information not publicly known led authorities to believe he was 
indeed the killer. 

Despite DeSalvo's confession, there were doubts about his involvement in all the 
murders. Some believed he may have been a "confession hoaxer" seeking 
notoriety. Nevertheless, DeSalvo was convicted of unrelated crimes and sent to 
prison. 

To this day, the true identity of the Boston Strangler remains a topic of debate and 
speculation. The case highlights the complexities of criminal investigations, the 
blurred lines between truth and fiction, and the enduring fascination with 
unsolved mysteries. 


