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The Brave Descent 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. A hero should possess qualities such as courage, determination, 

love, and selflessness to undertake a brave descent into the 

underworld. They must be willing to face great challenges and 

risks for the sake of someone they care about deeply. 

2. The hero faced challenges like treacherous caverns, the River 

Styx, and encounters with ancient guardians. They also had to 

navigate through darkness and the unknown, which added to 

the danger of the journey. 

3. The loved one likely felt immense gratitude and relief at being 

rescued from the underworld. They may have also been deeply 

moved by the hero's willingness to go to such lengths to save 

them. 

4. The theme of this ballad is the power of love and determination 

to conquer even the darkest of challenges. It emphasizes the 

idea that love can inspire heroic acts and triumph over adversity. 


