
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

Breaking Free: Why the American Colonies 
Declared Independence from Great Britain 
In the late 18th century, the American colonies 
found themselves at a crossroads in their 
relationship with Great Britain. The colonists had 
settled on the eastern shores of North America, 
building thriving communities and shaping their own 

distinct identities. Yet, tensions with the British government had been simmering 
for years, eventually leading to a momentous decision—the declaration of 
independence. Let's delve into the compelling reasons behind this historic choice. 

Colonial Beginnings and British Rule 

The American colonies began as extensions of the British Empire, founded for 
various reasons, including economic opportunity, religious freedom, and escape 
from persecution. Over time, these colonies grew, with settlers forging lives and 
communities across the vast landscape. 

Taxation Without Representation 

One of the earliest sources of friction between the colonies and Great Britain was 
taxation without representation. The British government imposed a series of taxes 
on the colonies, including the Stamp Act and the Townshend Acts, without 
colonial input or representation in the British Parliament. Colonists believed that 
this violated their rights as British subjects. 

The Boston Tea Party 

The tension escalated with events like the Boston Tea Party in 1773. Colonists, 
frustrated with the British-imposed Tea Act, protested by boarding British ships and 
throwing tea chests into Boston Harbor. This act of rebellion symbolized the 
colonists' growing frustration with British policies and their determination to resist 
unfair taxation. 

Coercive Acts and Intolerable Acts 

In response to the Boston Tea Party, the British Parliament enacted a series of 
punitive measures known as the Coercive Acts or Intolerable Acts. These acts 
restricted colonial self-governance, closed the port of Boston, and allowed British 
officials accused of crimes to be tried in England, rather than locally. The colonists 
viewed these acts as oppressive and a direct threat to their liberties. 
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Continental Congress and Common Cause 

As tensions mounted, delegates from the colonies convened the First Continental 
Congress in 1774. They sought common cause and unity in addressing their 
grievances with Great Britain. While some delegates advocated for reconciliation 
with Britain, others believed that a declaration of independence was the only 
path to securing their rights and freedom. 

Thomas Paine and Common Sense 

The publication of Thomas Paine's pamphlet, "Common Sense," in early 1776 
further fueled the drive for independence. Paine passionately argued for 
complete separation from Great Britain, advocating that it was time for the 
colonies to create their own government and destiny. 

The Declaration of Independence 

On July 4, 1776, the Second Continental Congress adopted the Declaration of 
Independence. The document, primarily authored by Thomas Jefferson, 
declared the colonies' independence from British rule. It articulated the colonists' 
belief in natural rights, government by consent, and the right to revolution. The 
signing of the declaration marked a decisive step toward full independence. 

The Revolutionary War 

The declaration's adoption was followed by years of arduous conflict known as 
the American Revolutionary War (1775-1783). The colonists, now fighting as 
Americans, faced numerous challenges and hardships in their quest for 
independence. The war concluded with the Treaty of Paris in 1783, officially 
recognizing the United States as a sovereign nation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


