Name

Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. The message in a bottle symbolizes the idea that love can be
found in unexpected places and that fate plays a significant role
in bringing two people together. It represents the theme of
romance by highlighting the serendipitous nature of Sarah and
Ethan's connection.

2. Sarah and Ethan's relationship might develop as they exchange
more letters and eventually meet in person. Their shared belief in
the power of the sea and their instant connection could lead to
a deepening of their romance.

3. Fate plays a crucial role in bringing Sarah and Ethan together
through the message in the Dbottle. It's as though the sea
conspired to connect their hearts, emphasizing the theme of
destiny in their love story.

4. In the style of Danielle Steel, the author creates anticipation and
longing through detailed descriptions of Sarah's emotions, the
beautiful coastal setting, and the mysterious nature of the
message in the bottle. These elements draw teenage readers

into the story, making them eager to find out what happens next.
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