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André Breton: The Father of Surrealism 
André Breton, often referred to as the "Father of 
Surrealism," played a pivotal role in shaping one 
of the most influential art movements of the 20th 
century. In this reading passage, we will explore 
the life, contributions, and impact of André 
Breton on Surrealism. 

Early Life and Background 

André Breton was born on February 19, 1896, in 
Tinchebray, France. He grew up in a household 
filled with books and developed a deep love for 
literature and poetry from a young age. This 
early exposure to the world of words would later 
influence his work as a writer and poet. 

Formation of Surrealism 

Surrealism emerged in the early 1920s as a literary and artistic movement that sought to 
explore the irrational and subconscious aspects of human creativity. André Breton 
played a significant role in its formation and definition. In 1924, he published the first 
Surrealist Manifesto, outlining the principles of the movement. 

Key Principles of Surrealism 

Breton's Surrealist Manifesto introduced several key principles that defined the 
movement: 

• Automatic Writing: Surrealists practiced automatic writing, a technique in which 
they wrote without conscious thought, allowing their subconscious minds to 
express themselves freely. 

• Dream Exploration: Surrealists were inspired by dreams and aimed to tap into the 
mysterious world of the unconscious through their art and writing. 

• Rejection of Reason: Breton and the Surrealists rejected conventional logic and 
reason in favor of embracing the irrational and absurd. 

• Exploration of Desire: Surrealism often explored desires, fantasies, and the 
uncensored aspects of human nature. 

Artistic Contributions 

While André Breton is primarily known as a writer and poet, he also contributed to visual 
arts through his collaborations with artists such as Salvador Dalí, Max Ernst, and René 
Magritte. These collaborations resulted in some of Surrealism's most iconic works. 

Later Life and Legacy 

Breton continued to write and remained an influential figure in the Surrealist movement 
throughout his life. He passed away on September 28, 1966, leaving behind a lasting 
legacy of Surrealism's impact on art, literature, and culture. 


