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Brian May: Rock Virtuoso and Astrophysicist 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Brian May's homemade guitar, the "Red Special," played a 

crucial role in his musical career and Queen's sound. Its unique 

design and construction allowed for the creation of distinct 

tones and harmonies, contributing to Queen's musical identity. 

The guitar's significance is evident in songs like "Tie Your Mother 

Down" and "We Will Rock You." 

2. Brian May's dual identity as a rock guitarist and astrophysicist 

showcases his multifaceted talents and dedication. He 

managed to excel in both fields through his passion, hard work, 

and commitment to his interests. This reflects his character as 

someone driven by curiosity and a thirst for knowledge. 

3. Brian May's role in Queen's musical success extended beyond his 

guitar skills. He wrote several notable songs for the band, such as 

"We Will Rock You," "Tie Your Mother Down," and "Who Wants to 

Live Forever." These songs not only contributed to Queen's 

discography but also became anthems that resonate with 

audiences to this day. 


