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The Great Brinks Robbery of 1981: A Heist to 
Remember 
On a cold, gloomy day in Nanuet, New York, the quiet 
streets were disrupted by a brazen crime that would go 
down in history as the Brinks Robbery of 1981. This daring 
heist, orchestrated by a group of robbers armed to the 
teeth, shocked the nation. Here's the story of what we 
know about this infamous crime. 

The Scene of the Crime 

On the morning of October 20, 1981, an armored Brinks 
truck pulled up to the Nanuet Mall. Its mission: to pick up cash from the mall's stores and 
transport it to a local bank. Unbeknownst to the guards, a group of heavily armed 
criminals lay in wait. 

The Robbery Unfolds 

As the Brinks guards began their routine cash pickups, they were suddenly ambushed by 
a gang of masked gunmen. The robbers, armed with shotguns and automatic weapons, 
overpowered the guards and made off with approximately $1.6 million in cash. The 
daring heist unfolded in mere minutes. 

The Getaway 

After seizing the money, the robbers fled the scene in a U-Haul truck, leaving the Brinks 
guards and shocked witnesses behind. The audacity of the crime stunned law 
enforcement and the public alike. 

The Investigation and Arrests 

In the aftermath of the Brinks Robbery, an intensive investigation was launched. 
Authorities discovered that the robbery was the work of a radical left-wing group called 
the Weather Underground and the Black Liberation Army. The group had a history of 
violence and anti-government activities. 

Capture and Convictions 

Over the next several years, law enforcement worked tirelessly to track down the 
individuals involved. In 1984, several members of the group were arrested and brought 
to trial. Among them was Judith Clark, who served as the getaway driver during the heist. 
The evidence against them was overwhelming, and they were convicted of various 
charges related to the robbery and subsequent murders. 

Legacy 

The Brinks Robbery of 1981 remains a symbol of audacity and criminal planning. It 
highlighted the extreme ideologies and anti-establishment sentiments of certain groups 
during that era. 

 


