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The British Response to the Boston Tea Party

Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1.

4.

Answer: The British government's response to the Boston Tea Party, including
the Coercive Acts and increased military presence, had profound
consequences for the American colonies. These punitive measures
intensified colonial grievances, united the colonies against British
oppression, and pushed them closer to armed conflict. Ultimately, the British
response played a significant role in sparking the American Revolution and
the colonies' quest for independence.

. Answer: The Coercive Acts, including the closure of Boston Harbor and the

annulment of Massachusetts' charter, were harsh punitive measures
imposed on the American colonies in response to the Boston Tea Party.
These acts severely impacted the lives of colonists by disrupting trade,
limiting self-governance, and imposing quartering of British troops. Instead
of quelling resistance, these measures strengthened colonial resolve to
resist British authority, leading to a unified opposition and a stronger
commitment to self-determination.

Answer: The British government's response to the Boston Tea Party included
increased taxes, military reinforcement, and the closure of Boston Harbor.
These actions collectively deepened colonial resentment and intensified
tensions between the American colonies and the British Crown. The
economic impact of the port closure and the burden of quartering troops
fueled colonial unity and resistance. These factors contributed significantly
to the course of events leading to the American Revolution.

Answer: As a colonist living during the aftermath of the British response to
the Boston Tea Party, | would likely feel a growing sense of frustration and
anger toward the British government. The punitive measures, increased
taxes, and military presence would be seen as oppressive and unjust. These
events would reinforce my belief in the importance of colonial autonomy
and self-determination. | would feel a strong resolve to resist British authority
and protect our colonial rights and liberties. The escalating tensions would
solidify my commitment to the cause of independence.
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