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The British Response to the Boston Tea Party

The Boston Tea Party, a pivotal event in American
history, took place on December 16, 1773. It was a bold
act of protest by American colonists against British
taxation without representation. However, the British
government responded swiftly and decisively to the
destruction of British tea in Boston Harbor. In this reading
passage, we will explore how the British government reacted to the Boston Tea
Party and the consequences that followed.

The British Government's Response
The Coercive Acts (Intolerable Acts)

The British government's immediate response to the Boston Tea Party was the
passage of a series of punitive measures known as the Coercive Acts in 1774. The
American colonists referred to these acts as the Intolerable Acts due to their
oppressive nature. The Coercive Acts were designed to punish Massachusetts,
where the Boston Tea Party had occurred. They included the following measures:

The Boston Port Act: This act closed the port of Boston until the destroyed tea was
paid for.

e The Massachusetts Government Act: It annulled the colony's charter and
placed the government under British control, effectively stripping away self-
governance.

e The Administration of Justice Act: This act allowed British officials accused
of crimes to be tried in England rather than in the colonies, making it difficult
to hold them accountable.

e The Quartering Act: This act authorized the quartering of British troops in
private homes, further infringing on colonial liberties.

Reinforcement of British Troops

In addition to the Coercive Acts, the British government reinforced its military
presence in the American colonies. Troops were sent to Massachusetts to enforce
the new measures and maintain order. This move increased tensions and further
fueled colonial resentment.
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Closure of Boston Harbor

The Boston Port Act, one of the Coercive Acts, ordered the closure of Boston
Harbor until the cost of the destroyed tea was reimbursed. This had severe
economic consequences for the city of Boston, as trade and commerce came
to a standstill.

Increased Taxes

As a response to the Boston Tea Party, the British government also imposed
additional taxes on the American colonies. These included the Quartering Act,
which required colonists to provide housing and supplies for British troops, further
straining colonial finances.

Resistance and Unity

Instead of quelling colonial unrest, the British government's response to the Boston
Tea Party had the opposite effect. It united the colonies in opposition to British
oppression. Representatives from 12 of the 13 colonies convened at the First
Continental Congress in 1774 to discuss a unified response to the Coercive Acts
and other British policies.

Escalation of Tensions

The British government's actions escalated tensions between the American
colonies and the British Crown. While they hoped to assert control, these measures
only pushed the colonies closer to armed conflict and eventual independence.

Shift in Public Opinion

The British government's harsh response to the Boston Tea Party shifted public
opinion in the American colonies. Many who had previously been loyal to the
British Crown began to question its authority and legitimacy. The call for greater
colonial autonomy and self-determination grew louder.

In summary, the British government responded to the Boston Tea Party with
punitive measures, including the Coercive Acts, the reinforcement of troops, the
closure of Boston Harbor, and increased taxes. Instead of quelling resistance,
these actions fueled colonial unity and resistance, ultimately contributing to the
road to revolution and the birth of the United States.
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