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Broken Bonds 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The intersection of love and betrayal in the poem represents the 

moment where the deep love and trust between friends are 

tested by a choice that leads to betrayal. It highlights the pain 

and complexity of such situations and how the characters must 

navigate their feelings to rebuild their friendship. 

2. The characters in the poem were able to choose love and 

forgiveness by recognizing the value of their friendship and the 

pain caused by betrayal. This teaches us that forgiveness can be 

a healing force, allowing us to move forward and rebuild 

relationships. 

3. The poem teaches us that friendship can be fragile and 

complex, and betrayal can be painful. However, it also 

emphasizes the importance of forgiveness and choosing love 

over anger, as these choices can lead to healing and the 

rebuilding of trust. 

4. Answers may vary. Students may share personal experiences or 

examples of times when they or someone they know faced 

betrayal in a friendship, how it was resolved or not resolved, and 

what lessons were learned from those experiences. 

 

 

 

 

 


