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Broken Dreams 
Short Answer 
1. Why did so many families, including the Joads, leave their homes to move 

west? 

 

2. What was one of the biggest struggles the Joads faced when they arrived in 
California? 

 

3. How did farm owners take advantage of migrant workers like the Joads? 

 

4. What did Ma Joad mean when she said, “As long as we have each other, 
we’re not broken”? 

 

5. How does The Grapes of Wrath show that the American Dream is not the same 
for everyone? 

 


