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Broken Dreams 
Open-Ended Response Questions 
1. How does the Joad family's journey show the struggles of many people who 

were trying to achieve the American Dream? 

 

2. What do you think kept the Joads from giving up, even when things were 
difficult? 

 

3. If you were in the Joads’ situation, what would you have done differently? 
Why? 

 

4. How do you think The Grapes of Wrath changes the way people think about 
success and fairness in America? 

 

 


