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The Broken Promise
Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. Tom's betrayal of Sarah was motivated by jealousy and a desire
for personal gain. He may have felt threatened by Sarah's
success or popularity and thought that spreading rumors would
elevate his own status.

2. When Sarah decided to forgive Tom, she likely felt a mix of
emotions, including hurt, disappointment, and uncertainty. Her
decision was guided by her strong belief in forgiveness, her
commitment to their childhood promise, and her desire to
salvage their friendship. Sarah valued forgiveness as a way to
heal and strengthen their bond.

3. This story highlights the importance of forgiveness in maintaining
and repairing friendships. It shows that even when trust is broken,
forgiveness can lead to healing and the restoration of a strong
bond. Additionally, it emphasizes the value of keeping promises
and the resilience of true friendship.

4. Tom can make amends by taking the following steps: first,
apologizing sincerely to Sarah and acknowledging the pain he
caused; second, showing through his actions that he has
changed and is committed to being a better friend; third, giving
Sarah the time and space she needs to heal; and fourth, being
patient and understanding if Sarah is hesitant to fully trust him
again. Consistent effort and understanding on Tom's part will be

crucial in regaining Sarah's trust.
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