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Titanic Builders  
 
The Titanic is one of the most famous ships in history, but who 
dreamed it up and brought it to life? Let's journey back in time 
to the early 1900s, when people were fascinated by the idea 
of bigger, faster, and more luxurious ships. The story of the 
Titanic starts with a shipbuilding company, a team of talented 
engineers, and a city known for its shipbuilding skills. 
 
The Titanic was the brainchild of the White Star Line, a British 
shipping company. Their chairman, J. Bruce Ismay, wanted to 
create the largest and most luxurious passenger ships in the 
world. Competing with another company, the Cunard Line, Ismay needed something grand to 
outshine their famous ships, the Lusitania and the Mauretania. That's where Thomas Andrews, an 
engineer, and Lord William Pirrie, a shipbuilding tycoon, came in. 
 
The ship was designed by a team of engineers led by Alexander Carlisle and Thomas Andrews, 
who worked for Harland and Wolff, a shipyard in Belfast, Ireland (now Northern Ireland). Harland 
and Wolff was one of the most advanced shipyards in the world at the time. They were known 
for building strong, innovative ships, and the Titanic was their most ambitious project yet. 
 
Construction began in 1909. The Titanic was enormous, measuring 882 feet long-almost the 
length of three football fields! Over 3,000 workers, including carpenters, welders, and 
electricians, spent about two years building the ship. These workers faced many challenges, 
including harsh weather and dangerous working conditions. Some even lost their lives during 
construction. 
 
What made the Titanic so special? It wasn't just its size; it was also designed to be incredibly 
luxurious. First-class passengers could enjoy grand staircases, sparkling chandeliers, and elegant 
dining rooms. Second-class passengers experienced comfort far better than on most ships. Even 
third-class passengers, often called steerage, had cleaner, more spacious quarters than they 
would find on other vessels of the time. 
 
But the Titanic wasn't just about luxury. It was also built with safety in mind-or so they thought. The 
ship featured 16 watertight compartments, which engineers believed could keep it afloat even if 
four compartments were flooded. Many people thought the Titanic was "unsinkable" because of 
this design. 
 
Finally, in 1911, the Titanic was launched into the water, though it wasn't quite ready for its first 
voyage. Workers spent another year completing its interiors and installing all the equipment. In 
April 1912, the Titanic set off on its maiden voyage from Southampton, England, to New York 
City. 
 
Sadly, we know how this story ends. Despite its careful design and skilled construction, the Titanic 
hit an iceberg on April 14, 1912, and sank in the early hours of April 15. Today, people around the 
world remember the Titanic as a symbol of human ambition, innovation, and the importance of 
respecting the forces of nature. 
 


