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Michelangelo Buonarroti: Master of Sculpture 
Short Answer Key 

1. "David" is a towering marble sculpture of the biblical hero David, 

known for defeating Goliath. It is celebrated for its exceptional 

precision and detail in capturing the human form. Its significance 

lies in its representation of strength and courage. 

2. The Sistine Chapel ceiling features scenes from the Bible, 

including the iconic "Creation of Adam." It is renowned for its 

breathtaking frescoes and Michelangelo's ability to capture the 

moment when God gives life to Adam through a nearly touching 

hand gesture. 

3. Michelangelo's approach to sculpting the "Captive Slaves" 

involved carving figures that seemed to emerge from blocks of 

marble, as if struggling to free themselves. He believed that the 

sculptures were already present within the marble and sought to 

reveal them. 

4. "Pieta" depicts the Virgin Mary holding the lifeless body of Jesus 

after the crucifixion. The sculpture conveys deep sorrow and 

tenderness, emphasizing the emotional impact of the moment. 

5. Michelangelo's legacy continues to influence artists and the 

world of art. His dedication to precision, emotion, and the 

portrayal of the human form remains a standard of excellence 

in sculpture. 

 

 


