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Unveiling Butterfly Myths: Separating Fact from Fiction 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. One common myth about butterflies is that they live for only one 
day. This myth is not accurate because the lifespan of butterflies 
varies greatly depending on the species, with some species 
living for just a few weeks while others can live for several months 
or even overwinter as adults. 

2. The misconception that butterflies can sting may lead to 
unnecessary fear or avoidance of butterflies, potentially 
impacting human interactions with these harmless creatures. By 
understanding that butterflies are incapable of stinging, people 
can appreciate and enjoy their beauty without fear. 

3. Dispelling myths and misconceptions about butterflies can 
contribute to conservation efforts by fostering greater 
understanding and appreciation for these insects. By educating 
the public about the important roles butterflies play in 
ecosystems and addressing misconceptions that may lead to 
negative attitudes or behaviors towards them, we can promote 
conservation actions to protect butterfly populations and their 
habitats. 

4. Another misconception about butterflies is that they are pests 
that damage crops or gardens. In reality, butterflies play 
important roles as pollinators and are not significant pests. This 
misconception may stem from confusion with caterpillars, which 
are sometimes considered pests due to their feeding habits. By 
providing accurate information about the ecological roles of 
butterflies and their value in ecosystems, we can correct this 
misconception and promote coexistence with these beneficial 
insects. 

 

 

 


