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Buzz Aldrin: The Second Man on the Moon 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Buzz Aldrin's contributions to education and outreach have played a 
crucial role in inspiring future generations of space enthusiasts and 
scientists. His personal experiences as an astronaut, combined with his 
passion for space exploration and advocacy for STEM education, have 
allowed him to connect with the public and convey the wonder and 
significance of space exploration. By sharing his knowledge and 
enthusiasm, Aldrin has ignited the curiosity of countless young minds and 
encouraged them to pursue careers in science and space-related fields. 

2. Answers will vary, but emotions and thoughts while watching the Apollo 11 
Moon landing might include astonishment, pride, a sense of unity with 
humanity's accomplishments, and a realization of the historic nature of the 
moment. Many viewers likely felt a deep sense of awe and wonder as they 
witnessed humans walking on another celestial body for the first time. 

3. Buzz Aldrin's advocacy for Mars exploration and human space travel is 
important for the future of space exploration because it highlights the need 
to continue pushing the boundaries of human exploration and knowledge. 
By setting ambitious goals and inspiring governments and private entities to 
invest in space exploration, Aldrin believes that humanity can expand its 
presence in the cosmos and ensure a future beyond Earth. This is seen as 
essential for scientific discovery, technological advancement, and the 
long-term survival of our species. 

4. Buzz Aldrin's success as an astronaut and his lasting impact on space 
exploration can be attributed to his academic excellence, dedication to 
his career, and his experience as a fighter pilot in the Korean War. These 
experiences equipped him with the skills, discipline, and courage necessary 
for space travel. Additionally, his passion for space exploration and his 
advocacy for STEM education have allowed him to connect with people 
of all ages and inspire them to dream big and reach for the stars. 

 

 

 

 

 


