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The Byzantine Empire: A Tale of Triumph and Decline 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Trade played a vital role in the Byzantine Empire's success during 

its golden age by connecting East and West, boosting the 

economy, and fostering cultural exchange. 

2. The Byzantine Empire's preservation of ancient knowledge 

expanded upon the works of ancient Greece and Rome, 

contributing to the advancement of human civilization in areas 

such as science, philosophy, and literature. 

3. The Hagia Sophia was a monumental achievement in Byzantine 

architecture and served as a symbol of the empire's cultural and 

religious significance. 

4. The rise and fall of the Byzantine Empire highlight the importance 

of adaptability, external threats, and internal challenges in the 

fate of empires, offering lessons for understanding the dynamics 

of history. 

 

 

 

 

 


