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Cal Ripken Jr.: The Iron Man of Baseball 
Cal Ripken Jr., often referred to as "The Iron Man," is a baseball 
legend known for his incredible durability, consistency, and 
contributions to the game of baseball. Calvin Edwin Ripken 
Jr. was born on August 24, 1960, in Havre de Grace, Maryland. 
He grew up in a baseball-loving family, with his father, Cal 
Ripken Sr., serving as a coach and manager in professional 
baseball. Young Cal's passion for the sport was evident from 
an early age, and he honed his skills on the diamond. 

Play and Achievements 
Cal Ripken Jr.'s professional baseball career began when he was drafted by the 
Baltimore Orioles in the second round of the 1978 MLB Draft. He made his MLB debut on 
August 10, 1981, and quickly became known for his versatility and strong defensive play. 
Ripken's primary position was shortstop, but his ability to adapt and play multiple positions 
was a testament to his baseball IQ and work ethic. He was known for his incredible 
consistency at the plate and in the field. One of Ripken's most remarkable achievements 
is his consecutive games played streak, which began on May 30, 1982, and ended on 
September 20, 1998, at 2,632 games. This record surpassed the previous mark set by Lou 
Gehrig and earned him the nickname "The Iron Man." 
Milestones 
Throughout his career, Cal Ripken Jr. achieved numerous milestones. He was a 19-time 
All-Star, a two-time American League Most Valuable Player (MVP), and a two-time Gold 
Glove Award winner. Ripken's impact on the game extended beyond individual awards 
and records; he was a leader on and off the field. 
In 1995, Ripken's contributions were further recognized when he helped lead the 
Baltimore Orioles to the American League Championship Series (ALCS) and won the AL 
MVP award. This was a significant moment in his career and cemented his legacy as one 
of the greatest players in Orioles history. 
Legacy 
Cal Ripken Jr.'s legacy in baseball is defined by his incredible durability, work ethic, and 
sportsmanship. His consecutive games played streak is a testament to his commitment to 
the game and his teammates. Ripken's dedication to his craft set a standard for 
professionalism in the sport. 
Off the field, Ripken established the Cal Ripken Sr. Foundation, which aims to teach life 
lessons through baseball to underprivileged youth. He used his platform to give back to 
the community and inspire the next generation of baseball players. 
In 2007, Ripken was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame, solidifying his place among 
the all-time greats in the sport. He is remembered not only for his remarkable 
achievements but also for his impact on the culture of baseball. 
 


