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A Cast of Characters in 'Of Mice
and Men'
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- introduces readers to a diverse group of

characters, each with their unique roles
and personalities. Set during the Great
Depression, the story follows the lives of
itinerant ranch waorkers striving to find a

sense of purpose and belonging amidst

challenging circumstances.

e George Milton: George is one of the central characters in the story. He is a
small, wiry man with sharp features. George acts as a caretaker and
protector for his mentally challenged friend, Lennie. He is driven by a dream
of owning a piece of land and escaping the instability of their itinerant
lifestyle. George's character is defined by his loyalty to Lennie and his
determination to make their dream a reality.

e Lennie Small: Lennie is George's constant companion and best friend. He is
a large, strong man with a childlike innocence. Lennie struggles to
understand the complexities of the world and relies on George for
guidance and protection. His love for soft things, like mice and rabbits,
often leads to unintentional harm, which becomes a central conflict in the
story.

e Candy: Candy is an aging swamper at the ranch, known for his missing
hand and his loyal, old sheepdog. He is friendly and approachable, seeking
companionship and connection with others. Candy's dream is to join
George and Lennie in owning their own piece of land. His financial
contribution to their shared dream brings them one step closer to making it

areality.
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e Curley: Curley is the ranch owner's son, a short-tempered and aggressive
man who often tries to assert his authority. He has a confrontational
relationship with George and Lennie. Curley is also newly married to a
woman who is never named in the story. His jealousy and insecurity make
him a source of tension and conflict on the ranch.

o Curley's Wife: Curley's wife is a lonely and isolated character on the ranch.
She dreams of a more glamorous life and regrets her decision to marry
Curley. Her desire for attention and companionship leads her to seek
interactions with the ranch workers, which often causes trouble. Her
character serves as a symbol of loneliness and unfulfiled dreams.

e Slim: Slim is a skilled mule driver who commands respect and admiration on
the ranch. He is known for his wisdom, understanding, and calm demeanor.
Slim plays a pivotal role in the story, offering guidance and support to
George and Lennie. He also helps resolve conflicts and serves as a voice of

reason among the ranch workers.

e Crooks: Crooks is the only African

American worker on the ranch, : @
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and he faces racial discrimination
and isolation. He is intelligent and
well-read but is often ostracized by *
the other ranch workers. Crooks
has his own living quarters, which is
unusual for a ranch worker. His

isolation and solitude make him a

complex and poighant character

in the story.
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