Catfish communcin
tus sances to senise

' Catfish are not just fascinating because of
their whisker-like barbels or their ability to
live in murky waters—they also have
«’ ¢ unigue ways of communicating with each
. other. Unlike humans, catfish don’t talk
using words, but they still find ways to send
messages through sounds, movements,
and even chemicals.
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One way catfish communicate is by
. Al | #& making sounds. Some species of catfish
can produce noises by rubblng parts of their bodies together or by vibrating
special muscles near their swim bladders. These sounds are used to warn other
fish about predators or to attract mates. Scientists have even studied these
noises to better understand how catfish interact in their underwater homes.

Another important way catfish communicate is through their barbels. These
sensitive feelers not only help them find food, but they also pick up on
chemical signals in the water. For example, if one catfish releases a scent that
signals danger, nearby catfish can detect it and swim away to safety. This
“chemical communication” is especially useful in murky water where visibility
is low.

Catfish also use body movements and gestures to send signals. They might
move their fins in a specific way to show aggression or to establish territory.
Some species of catfish, like the channel catfish, use their spines to
communicate. When threatened, they raise their spines to make themselves
look bigger and more dangerous to predators. This behavior can also send a
warning to other catfish to stay away.

One of the most interesting ways catfish interact is during mating. Male catfish
often use vibrations and movements to attract females. Once the eggs are
laid, males may continue to “communicate” with body movements to keep
other fish away from the nest.

From sounds and scents to movements and gestures, catfish have developed
many ways to communicate in their underwater world. These unique
behaviors help them survive, find food, and even protect each other from
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