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The Beginning of 'Fahrenheit 451': Chapters 1-5
Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. Guy Montag undergoes a transformation from a contented
firefighter at the start of the novel to a rebellous seeker of
knowledge by Chapter 5. His interactions with Clarisse and his
growing dissatisfaction with his job lead him to question the
society he lives in and the suppression of knowledge.

2. Censorship and the suppression of knowledge are central
themes in the early chapters, as seen through Montag'srole as a
book-burning firefighter. These themes contribute to the
dystopian setting by highlighting the government's control over
information and the consequences of dissent.

3. Fire in the early chapters of "Fahrenheit 451" symbolizes
destruction, as Montag enjoys burning books. However, it also
represents transformation as Montag's perspective evolves, and
he begins to see fire as a means of preserving knowledge and
challenging the status quo.

4. Clarisse McClellan plays a significant role in Montag's life by
encouraging him to think deeply and question the world. She
challenges the status quo in their society by being curious and
observant, traits that are rare and frowned upon. Clarisse

becomes a catalyst for Montag's transformation.
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