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Gatsby's Glamorous Beginnings: Chapters 1 and 2 
In the opening chapters of F. Scott Fitzgerald's 
"The Great Gatsby," we are introduced to the 
dazzling and mysterious world of Jay Gatsby and 
the glittering society of the 1920s. These chapters 
set the stage for the drama, romance, and 
tragedy that will unfold. Let's dive into the events 
of chapters 1 and 2 to get a glimpse of the story's 
exciting st art. 

Chapter 1: The Introduction 

The story begins with our narrator, Nick 
Carraway, moving to Long Island, New York, to 
work in finance. He rents a small house in West 
Egg, a community known for its newly rich 
residents. Nick introduces us to his cousin Daisy Buchanan and her imposing 
husband Tom, who live in the more upscale East Egg. We quickly learn about the 
tension in their marriage, as Tom is having an affair. 

Nick's next-door neighbor in West Egg is the enigmatic Jay Gatsby, known for 
hosting extravagant parties. Nick becomes curious about Gatsby, who is known 
for his mysterious past and unconfirmed wealth. The chapter ends with Nick 
attending one of Gatsby's extravagant parties, where he observes the revelry and 
opulence. 

Chapter 2: The Contrast 

In chapter 2, we witness the stark contrast between the glamour of Gatsby's 
parties and the reality of life in the Valley of Ashes, a desolate and gray area 
located between West Egg and New York City. The Valley of Ashes symbolizes the 
moral decay and emptiness of society. 

Tom Buchanan takes Nick to New York City, where they meet Tom's lover, Myrtle 
Wilson, at a rundown apartment. Myrtle, who is married to George Wilson, is eager 
to escape her life in the Valley of Ashes. Tom and Myrtle's affair becomes more 
apparent as they argue openly, revealing the tensions and conflicts within their 
respective marriages. 

Back in West Egg, Nick attends another of Gatsby's lavish parties, where he 
searches for his mysterious neighbor but finds himself alone among the revelers. 
Gatsby's enigma deepens, leaving Nick and the reader eager to unravel the 
secrets surrounding this intriguing character. 


