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Breaking Point: Chapters 10-14 of '1984' 
Open-Ended Response Questions 

1. Room 101 is a central and highly symbolic location in the novel. In Chapter 12, 
Winston faces his deepest fear in Room 101, which represents the ultimate tool 
of the Party's control and manipulation. Describe the emotional and 
psychological impact of Room 101 on Winston, and how it plays a pivotal role 
in his transformation. 

 

2. Winston's reunion with Julia in Chapter 14 marks the end of their love and 
rebellion. Compare their earlier interactions in the novel with their meeting in 
this chapter. How does their relationship change, and what does it reveal 
about the Party's power to destroy individuality and love? 

 

3. In Chapter 12, Winston is forced to betray Julia as a final act of submission to 
the Party. Discuss the symbolism of this betrayal and its significance in the 
context of the novel's themes of control and resistance. 

 

4. Analyze the character of Mr. Charrington in Chapter 14 and how his 
transformation from a seemingly harmless shopkeeper to a symbol of the 
Party's control reflects the overarching theme of betrayal and manipulation in 
"1984." 

 


