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Twists and Turns: Chapters 11-20 of Pride and Prejudice 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. In chapters 11-20, Mr. Darcy's character development is marked by his 

interactions with Elizabeth and the way he reveals his true nature. Initially 

perceived as proud and aloof, he shows a more genuine and vulnerable 

side when confessing his love to Elizabeth. His proposal and subsequent 

letter demonstrate his love for her, as well as his willingness to correct 

misunderstandings. Elizabeth's perspective of him evolves as she begins to 

reevaluate her initial judgments. 

2. The theme of pride is prominently displayed in Mr. Darcy and Elizabeth's 

interactions during these chapters. Mr. Darcy's proposal is marred by his 

pride, as he criticizes Elizabeth's family and social standing. Elizabeth, in turn, 

rejects him out of pride, valuing her self-respect over a loveless marriage. 

Their prideful behaviors lead to misunderstandings and conflicts, 

highlighting the theme's impact on their relationship. 

3. Mr. Darcy's proposal to Elizabeth is a pivotal moment in the story. It marks 

the first time he openly declares his love for her, even though his proposal is 

initially unsuccessful due to his pride. This moment contributes to the plot by 

setting the stage for Elizabeth's reevaluation of Mr. Darcy's character, which 

is further influenced by his explanatory letter. 

4. Mr. Bingley and Jane Bennet's relationship faces external challenges, 

primarily from Caroline Bingley's jealousy and interference. Caroline 

attempts to undermine Jane's chances with Mr. Bingley by encouraging his 

interest in Georgiana Darcy and by spreading rumors about Jane's 

disinterest. These obstacles create tension and uncertainty in their 

relationship, adding depth to their love story. 

 

 

 


