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Challenges and Confrontations: Chapters 15-21 of 'To Kill a 
Mockingbird' 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Scout and Jem experience significant character development 

as they witness the events in chapters 15-21. They confront the 

harsh reality of racial prejudice and injustice in Maycomb, which 

challenges their innocence and forces them to grapple with 

complex moral issues. This experience contributes to their growth 

and understanding of the world. 

2. Atticus's defense of Tom Robinson challenges the status quo in 

Maycomb by exposing the town's racism and bias. It also 

highlights Atticus's moral courage and unwavering commitment 

to justice, even in the face of overwhelming odds. His actions 

inspire others to question the prevailing prejudices. 

3. Bob Ewell's character represents the worst aspects of Maycomb 

society, characterized by ignorance, racism, and violence. His 

threats against Atticus in Chapter 21 foreshadow future conflicts 

and add to the tension in the story. 

4. The theme of moral courage is exemplified by Atticus Finch 

throughout the trial and its aftermath. Atticus stands up for what 

he believes is right, even when it is unpopular and challenging. 

His actions inspire others to examine their own values and 

prejudices, making him a moral compass in the story. 

 

 


